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MESSAGE FROM THE WORD 
 
John 3:12-16                                  February 26, 2012 
 

 12 I have spoken to you of earthly things and you do not believe; how 
then will you believe if I speak of heavenly things? 13 No one has ever 
gone into heaven except the one who came from heaven—the Son of Man. 
14 Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the desert, so the Son of Man must 
be lifted up, 15 that everyone who believes in him may have eternal life.  
16 “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that 
whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.  

“Cross Examination - 
Do You See the Cross?” 

 

� Setting: “Nick at Night” - Private I_______________ or  
 

         Undercover D________________? 
 

1.    The On-going Questioning – Interrogation 
 

� Started early: 
18 Then the Jews demanded of him, “What miraculous sign can you 
show us to prove your authority to do all this?”  John 2:18 
 19 Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple, and I will raise it 
 again in three days.” John 2:19 

� Continued at night 
 

1 Now there was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a 
member of the Jewish ruling council. 2 He came to Jesus at night 
and said, “Rabbi, we know you are a teacher who has come from 
God...”  
3 In reply Jesus declared, “I tell you the truth, no one can see the 
kingdom of God unless he is born again.”  
4 “How can a man be born when he is old?” Nicodemus asked.       
9 “How can this be?” Nicodemus asked 
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2.    Answers Illuminate the Cross 

� Started early: 
 

 19 Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple, and I will raise it 
 again in three days.” John 2:19 
 

� Continued at night: 
 

� 5 Jesus answered, “I tell you the truth, no one can enter 
the kingdom of God unless he is born of water and the Spirit. 6 
Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit.  

 

� 12 I have spoken to you of earthly things and you do not 
believe; how then will you believe if I speak of heavenly things? 
13 No one has ever gone into heaven except the one who came 
from heaven—the Son of Man.  

 

� Cross evidence ties to the past: 

� 14 Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the desert, so the 
Son of Man must be lifted up, 15 that everyone who believes in 
him may have eternal life.  

 

� Motivation for cross actions: 

� 16 “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and 
only Son,  

� Intended results of seeing the cross: 

� that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have 
eternal life.  


